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to Lee Valley reside

BY CATHERINE KETCH

ONE resident of the Lee Val-
ley could find himself the
victim of two separate power
generation developments half
a centuiy apart.

Patrick Manning of Barnad-
ivane, Terelton, was just three
vears and nine months when
his family had to move from
the Gearagh near Macroom
when the Lee was flooded for
hydroelectricity by the ESB
in 1957. S

“Thirteen families had to
feave that area at that time
and we came up to my moth-
er’s home place which is
where [ am now,’ Patrick said.

it’s here at Barnadivane
that Patrick is now faced with
a wind farm development less
than 600m from his house.
He is particularly concerned
about the noise and unsightli-
ness.

“You live in the country for
a bit of peace and quiet. I'm
61 now since June and, in a
few years, I would be hoping
to retire. With that noise you
cowidn’t open a window,’ Pat-
rick claimed.

‘I might have *o eagain
oL account o~ aditsall
pertaining ic- ~~=.,'headded
wearily.

Four existing turbines at
Gurraner— gh shocked lo-
cais when they were erected.

Download our App now at ww w.southernstar.ie

farm a second power-related blow
nt over S0 years on

landscape. I don’t know what
it’s like for people living near
them,” Peter Kelleher, Knock-
ane, said. The proposed un-
related turbines will be taller
and more visible, he believes.

‘Visunally it’s very intrusive.
I will be looking straight at it,
so it will devalue my property.
It’s ugly. It's totally inappro-
priate in the setting, Steph-
anie Larkin, Moneygave East,
said.

Barna Wind Energy (part
of Enerco Energy, Lissarda)
has permission for 14 turbines
of 105m max at Barnadivane
with planning for an 110kv
substation. They applied on
December 19th last to replace
these with six larger turbines
of 131m max.

Aran Wind Energy (also
part of Enerco) applied in Sep-
tember for planning permis-
sion for a new 110kv substa-
tion in the same location. The
Gate 3 connection is approved
for 60MW.

A representative of Enerco
Energy responded to queries
this week, saying that the new
substation Enerco says will re-
place that already permitted,
fulfilling new EirGrid require-
ments regarding size, spacing
and orientation.

The change in turbine
number and size is down to
economics with newer, more
efficient machines suited to

rew application and the new
wind farm layout will give us
2 more efficient investment’.

Two companies are in-
volved Enerco, he says, be-
cause the Barnadivane de-
velopment, ongoing for 20
years, was originally owned
by a number of farmers and
Michael Murnane of Enerco.
Enerco has more recently se-
cured ownership of the entire
project.

The proposed wind farm
if built will be connected to
the grid via the existing 110kv
Clashavoon to Dunmanway
power line which crosses the
site. Enerco says they have
no plans for further phases
at the site. The 60MW Gate 3
connection (6 x 2.3MW yield-
ing max 13.8MW) will, Enerco
says, facilitate the connection
of other potential develop-
raents within 25km of Bar-
nadivane, via underground
roadside cables.

On proximity, noise and
visual intrusion Enerco says
they design a project to show
compliance with guidelines
snd leave it to the public and
the planning authorities to as-
sess, grant or refuse permis-
sion. If guidelines change, ‘it
would come down to whether
the application was granted
or not,” the spokesperson said.

Addressing concerns why
3. public meeting was held af-

THE SOUTHERN STAR '

SATURDAY, JANUARY 10, 2015

”

-

new substation Enerco said
it would be normal to have
public information meetings

for wind farms, but not for
substations.

Patrick __Sm_ﬁm:m nd Stephanie Hawkins pictured at arecent public meeting about new

plans for the Barnadivane Win

years and producing 230MW
of generating capacity equal to
10% of Ireland’s total, Enerco
stresses they are a Macroom
company, employing 20 lo-

d Farm at the Riverside Park Hotel, Macroom.

(Photo: Catherine Ketch)

They are currently accept-
ing proposals for a commu-
nity fund; €100,000 during
the construction period, with
£€20,000 per annum during
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